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Minidoka County/Rupert/Paul 
 

Summary 
 

On April 24, 2023 a community survey opened to the public to gather resident input 

concerning various topics in Minidoka County, Rupert, and Paul. The survey received 

346 total responses. Of the total respondents, 105 live in Rupert, 45 in Paul, and 130 live 

outside of City Limits but within Minidoka County.  

 

According to the survey, 61.85% of respondents have lived in the area for 20+ years and 

the majority of respondents were between the ages of 29 and 53.  

 

Questions and Results 
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Open Ended Responses:  Key Themes 

The open comment question “Do you have other concerns regarding the future of 

Minidoka County, and the Cities of Rupert and Paul?” received 122 responses. Of these 

comments, the top concerns were schools, growth, housing, sidewalks, and farmland.  

Many comments expressed concern for school capacity in the face of growth.  

Residents felt that schools in the area are unable to keep up with the influx of new 

students in the area. Not enough teachers and not enough schools was a common 

theme.  Connectivity to schools was also a perceived issue. Many people are worried 

about the safety of their children when walking to school as streets around schools lack 

sidewalks. 

 

Aside from student safety, other comments call for sidewalk improvements to 

accommodate commuters who want to walk and bike and for wheelchair accessibility.  

 

Feelings on growth were mixed; while many respondents do not want to see their 

communities change, others realize the inevitability of and the benefits that can come 

with growth. Across the board, respondents acknowledge the need to plan adequately 
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for incoming residents. A common theme was the need to preserve farmland. 

Suggestions included continuing to develop within the inner tri-city triangle and 

allowing the outskirts of the county to remain for agricultural and recreational uses. 

 

Another issue identified by survey responses was the amount of subdivisions coming in 

but the lack of jobs in the area. 

 

Affordable housing was a hot topic in open responses. These responses varied from 

“Affordable housing is a MUST” and “Affordable housing… needs to be appropriately 

planned for and executed” to “No more low income, subsidized housing.” 

 

 

Word Cloud:  Visual Representation of Key Areas of Concern 
 

 
 


